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Dope Opera 

Soderbergh Paints aSpra 1 
War on Drugs 

By Adete Marley 



Traffic 

Directed by Steven Soderbergh 
Opens Jan. 5 

:> if W! WATCH A CMP 

Drugs sell themselves. As Chris R j 
quipped, no trafficker ever lt| 
wondering how he was going to - 
that crack. 
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Official Trailer 
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A comic provocateur such as Rock can 
puncture the myths of America's War on 
Drugs with a one-liner, hut Hollywood has 
spinelessly avoided any such discourse on 
the subject. Steven Scderbergh's new film is 
an exception. Traffic is a sweeping polemic, 
critically exarnining the country's current 
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The Year in Television 
[12-20-001 



Catherine Zeia-Jones holds her 
family together after her drug-baron 
husband is pinched by the Feds in 



anti-drug strategies and the motivations j raf f iC 
behind them, and making the continued 
emphasis on targeting supply rather than demand seem like a Sisyphean endeavor 
at best. 

Any movie that earnestly lakes on a Big Issue risks being labeled a D-R-A-G by 
multiplex patrons, but Traffic is genuinely engaging, if only because of the visual 
armada Soderbergh has at his disposal. Based on the kte-'80s British TV 
miniseries Traffik, the film deploys dozens of characters in three interwoven but 
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Is your band playing in Baltimore? $M .Your Musid to our website 




Wednesday 17 . 
CLUBS 

Black Cat, Mo | 
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Baltimore City Paper powered by Klipmart is now able to access your multir 

By clicking below, you will be able to add complementary promotional mult 
which may be used by Baltimore City Paper to complement an article or a 1 
listing that has been written about you/ your company, or your product 

If you are a new user of this service/please click "Mew User" below to Cearn 
about Klipmart and becoming a registered Provider. If you are already a re 
Klipmart Provider, login below. ^ ; ^ ; 
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Rams Head Tavern, David Wilcox. 

13th Floor, Everything Bagels. 

York Inn, Mike Council (every Wednesday). 
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